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ANNOUNCEMENT. 
A Second Edition of Number One of this Periodical, having 
been rather extensively called for, it was published on 
Friday, 17th June. Orders can now be executed, either for 
No. 1, or complete sets; a limited number of which can be 
had.—Vide Notice to Country Readers on the last page. 


IS THE ORAL LAW OF DIVINE ORIGIN, AND 
THEREFORE BINDING UPON THE JEWS? 
( Continued. ) 

Berorg proceeding, we shall quote a short parable, in justifi- 
cation of the style of our last article. There was once a 
plain man, who took a lively interest in the welfare of his 
fellow-creatures, who saved at their misdeeds, and strongly 
desired to promote their happiness. This man one day saw a 
fine looking person, who had acquired the bad habit of leering, 
by which he so disfigured himself, as to find no grace in the 
eyes of those who looked at him. ‘ Friend,” said the honest 
man, “‘why dost thou disfigure thyself thus?” Perceiving, 
however, that his words were unheeded, he thought within 
himself, this person perhaps deceives himself, and thinks leer- 
ing is a beauty; I must devise means to impress him with its 
deformity. Accordingly, he went to him, and began to turn 
his eyes to the right and left, and to distort them in all direc- 
tions; at the same time saying, ‘“‘ Friend, I imitate your bad 
habit, and show you its Lidermity, that you may henceforth 
part with 4,” e have now exactly pointed out the relation 
in which we stand to those members of the secession congre- 
gation, who have advocated their views through the press. In 
an article answering the ‘‘ Rejected letters,’’ (the first attempt 
to cast aspersion upon, and to ridicule the Oral Law, made by 
a gentleman of the secession congregation,) we earnestly, but 
without violence, declaimed. against the employment of pro- 
Voking language; and we did so in the hope, that convinced 
of the impropriety of bitterness in a cause, the elucidation 
of which requires the coolest consideration, the advocates of 

€ secession views, would, in their future publications, lay 
aside provoking expressions, and that if controversy were to be 
carried on, they would behave with that decorum and dignity 
Which become the gravity of the subject. There are rights 


which all parties, even in a direful war, ought to respect. 
pressed with this conviction, we have scrupulously respected 
those rights, throughout all the articles which the erroneous 
Views of the seceders have induced us to write. How great 
i € was Our astonishment, when we found that the next pub- 
cation, proceeding from a seceder, and oaepaaind the new 
y tinctured, but impregnated and 


views, was not surfeited 
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with personalities, insults, and aspersions. The improprieties 
which in the “‘ Rejected letters” had presented themselves as a 
thin cloud, were, in this publication, condensed into a thick 
mist: the necessity, therefore, if possible, of staying such lan- 
guage, at once presented itself; and as the best means to effect 
this, appeared to be to copy the style, to retort the phrases, and 
to use the epithets of the author we allude to ;— we leered, to 
show him how so bad a habit disfigures a man. 

With regard to the interpretation which we shewed might 
be given to our author’s assertion, ‘‘ that the Talmud contains 
mysteries,” we have to state that an assertion, similar, because pro- 
ceeding from men styling themselves Jews, did give rise to an 
interpretation, which created much indignation and anxiety 
among the English Jews. We allude to one of the letters of 


| T. J. C. of Oxtord, in which the words 5’nx3 ex- 


tracted from the 73m are expounded. If the assertion that 
the Talmud contains mysteries, is not peremptorily refuted, 
who will insure us, that next year, another T. J. C. will not lay 
hold of these words, and interpret them in the way we shewed 
they might be expounded, by an enemy to the Jews. Hoping 
that by this time, our author has become aware of the impro- 
priety of the style employed in his publication, and that he 
sees practically, how much easier it is to declaim, than to argue, 
to abuse, than to reason, we shall now proceed with the cool 
language of the understanding, and treating the great question 
at issue abstractedly, shall prove in the first place, that the 
Oral Law must be as binding upon Jews as the Written Law; 
secondly, that all the assertions against this principle of ortho- 
dox Judaism, proceed from wrong notions; and thirdly, that 
our author is not at all competent, publicly to give an opinion 
on subjects affecting our religion, since he is destitute of even 
the preparatory knowledge necessary for a Jewish theologian. 
We think, that when we point out— (a) That there are in the 
Torah apparent obscurities, such as contradictions, omissions, 
ambiguous constructions of words, to elucidate which Exegesis 
offers no means:—(b) That these apparent obscurities affect 
even passages, the right understanding of which, is of the utmost 
importance to Judaism :— (c) That without the means of 
receive, 3 these apparent obscurities, the end for which the 
Almighty has given to us the law, would be entirely frustrated: 
—(d) That the necessity of an elucidation has from the time of 
Ezra been felt, and that the existence of such an elucidation 
has at all times, since then, been admitted by the majority of 
the Jews, and by their most learned and pious men :—(e) That 
such an elucidation already existed in the time of Ezra. When, 
we repeat, we have pointed out these facts, then we have defended 
our position; for, if an elucidation (or as we term it, an Oral 
Law, existed in the time of Ezra, then, it was either his own 
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invention, or had been handed down to him by his ancestors: 
but as Ezra was an inspired writer, it cannot be maintained that 
he inyented new doctrines; there remains, therefore, only the 
alternative: and moreoever, a8 Ezra was inspired, coeval 
with prophets to whom the Almighty vouchsafed several com- 
munications, it appears evident, that when Ezra _ publicly 
taught the Oral Law, without being contradicted by those pro- 

hets, that Oral Law must have been as genuine as the Written 
Ee and therefore equally as binding upon the Jews. It will 
then merely remain to show the identity of the Oral Law 
existing at the time of Ezra, with that taught and acted upon 
in our time by all orthodox Jews. As we write ina periodical, 
it cannot be expected that we can enter so minutely into details, 
as we should, if writing atreatise. ‘‘ Avec un mot on fait une 
erreur, et il faut un volume pour la détruire,” very aptly re- 
marks a French writer. The pamphlet advocating the Divinity 
of the Oral Law, contains 39 pages, our author's publication, 
65: by this proportion, a complete refutation of all his asser- 
tions would occupy at least 130 pages; as it is not, however, 
our intention to be prolix, we avoid descending to particulars, 
and begin with our point, No. 1; viz., that the Oral Law is as 
binding upon the Jews as the Written Law, following the order 
traced above. (a) That there are apparent obscurities, &c., not 
to be elucidated by any exegesis, the following quotations will 
shew. In Ezodus xxi. 24, we read, (repeated also in Levit. 
xxiv. 19, 20, and in Deut. xix. 21,) ‘‘ Eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for burning, wound 
for wound, stripe for stripe :” yet two verses higher up, 
(v. 18, 19,) we find, ‘‘and if men strive together, and one 
smite another with a stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but 
keepeth his bed: if he rise again and walk abroad upon his 
staff, then shall he who smote him be quit: only he shall pay 
for the loss of his time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly 
healed.”” It is obvious, that if one man smite another so 
violently that the sufferer is obliged to keep his bed, a limb 
must have been injured, or, at least, a heavy stroke must have 
been given. If this case were adjudged by the law first quoted, 
the aggressor’s punishment would be a retaliatory injury to his 
limb, ora stroke, as the case might be; but, according to the 
law last quoted, the punishment would consist in making pecu- 
niary recompense. 

In Lev. in. 17, we read, “‘ It shall be a perpetual statute for 
your generations throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat 
neither fat nor blood ;” (repeated also Lev. vii. 35.) According 
to this enactment, a Jew ought to abstain from fat as scrupu- 
lously as, according to the general practice, he abstains from 
blood ; yet it is a fact, that Jews have never abstained from fat. 

ow can our author reconcile this prohibition with the com- 
mon practice of our nation, at all times and in all places? Or 
does he really think that a Jew, as well as he A wari from 
blood, ought to abstain from fat; that is to say, since it is 
impossible, entirely to separate the fat from the muscles, a Jew 
should eat no meat at all? In Lev. xxiii. 23, we read, ‘‘ And 
the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, speak unto the children of 
Israel, saying, in the seventh month, on the first day of the 
month, ye shall have a sabbath and memorial of pyyn: (re- 
peated also Num. xxix. 1.) This word myn has a double 
signification; it sometimes means shouting, (Josh. vi. 5,) 
(lL Sam. iv. 5 and 6,) and at others the sounding of 
a trumpet. (Lev. xxv. 9.) This expression, therefore, 
our author must admit, is ambiguous. What means does 
exegesis offer to discover the true meaning of the word? In 
Deut. vi. 8, we read, “‘ And thou shalt bind them for a sign on 
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes, 
and thon shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on 
thy gates,” (alluded to also in Exod, xiii. 16, Deut. xi, 18, &c.) 
This passage can be explained figuratively, as the foregoing 
words, *‘ And you shall lay up these my words in your hearts, 
and in your soul,” (bid, xi. 18,) must be ; In support of which 
interpretation, we might quote Prov, iti. 3, vi, 21; yet it* 
has_ never, by orthodox Jews, been understood in any 
other but a literal way; and if we are not mistaken, even the 
Secession congregation admits that Tephilin and Mezuzas are 
obligatory. Now we would fain ask, by what means can our 
author ascertain whether this passage is to be taken in a literal 
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at all events, he must admit that the ep. 
Thinking that these jy). 
stances have fully borne out our position, that there are *Dpa 


struction is a very ambiguous one. — 
rent obscurities in the law, to elucidate which, exegesis offer. 
no means, we shall proceed to the head (5b), and shall show 
that such obscurities affect even passages, the icy under. 
standing of which is of the utmost importance to Judaism. 

To be continued. 


PERVERTED CONSTRUCTIONS OF SCRIPTURE, 


1'o the Editors of the “ Voice of Jacob.” 


GrntLemMen.—My exposition of the 53rd of Isaiah, will, as | 
hope, have succ« eded in undeceiving our antagonists ; so far, at 
least, as to induce them to alter the opinion they had hitherto 
entertained, that we have been prohibited by our Rabbins from 
reading those portions of the Bible, which so clearly and incon. 
testably predict, as they allege, a suffering Messiah. Another 
portion which they say we are forbidden to read, is Daniel ix. 


26. (translated according to the authorized version ;) ‘4nd after ° 


three score and two weeks, shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself, &c.” ; This is interpreted to mean that the Messiah wil! 
die, not for his own sins, but for those of others ; and we are 
constantly assured, not from the authority of the New Testa- 
ment,* but from conjecture only, that the text can be applied 
to none, but the Christian Messiah. The chief argument in 
favour of this conclusion is, the general expectation of the 
Messiah, at the time when so many appeared who claimed that 
title. Now, although we admit that the vision of the seventy 
weeks was the basis of this anticipation; yet we are justi- 
fied in saying, that the inferences drawn were as false, as the 
expectation was unwarrauted ; for it must be admitted, that the 
import of the vision cannot be, as was then maintained, that at 
the end of seventy weeks the sins of Daniel’s people, and of lis 
holy city, should be forgiven; since we are not only still languish- 
ing in foreign countries, Jerusalem not only remains defiled in the 
hands of Gentiles (most assuredly for crimes not yet expiated)— 
but a host of prophecies, strictly and intimately connected with 
the coming of the Messiah, remains still unaccomplished ; be- 
sides which, | shall presently show, that parts of the vision in 


question have been mistranslated, and consequently, misapplied. — 


There are also discrepancies on the chronology of the period. 
We (the Jews) are charged with having understated the age o/ 
the world to serve our own purpose,t whilst our accusers ac- 
knowledge that their forefathers committed a pious fraud in 
overstating it, to serve their desire of accumulating wealth, 
which flowed in upon them through the boundless benefactions 
of devotees, who were persuaded that the day of judgment was 
at hand. Assuming the correctness of our chronology, we see it 
this vision of Daniel, a prediction of the fate of our nation un- 
til its dissolution. (verse 24.) ‘‘ Seventy weeks have been deter- 
mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finish the 


transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make recon-— 


ciliation for iniquity ; also to seal up vision and prophecy, and 
to anoint the holy of holies. (25.) Know, therefore, and un- 
derstand, Srom the going forth of the word, to build Jerusalen 
again, unto the anointed prince—(must be) seven weeks; and 
three score and two weeks the street and the wall shall be built 
again,t but in troublous times. (26.) And after the three 
score and two weeks, shall the anointed be cut off, and none 


_* Itis surprisingly strange that the New Testament has failed to me 
tion this vision, which was the sule cause of the looking out for the 


Messiah at that time: and whi h, } lready been 
literally fulfilled. ; nic we are now told, has already 


+ Could even the incorrectness of our chronology be proved, it ought not 
to be attributed to a desire wilfully to err, since all our treasure consists 
in that single book, the Bible, which ends with the rebuilding of the 
second temple, and which, by the special care of providence, so narrowly 


escaped the ov of the flames, when our persecutors were eagerly bent on 
its sharing the fate which befel most of our other records. | 


$ Not asit has strangely been rendered “unto Messiah the Prince, 
shall be seven weeks, and three score and two weeks :” in consequence o! 
which rendering, and the interpretation thereof, our opponents are utterly 


at a loss how to make the followi ep eres 
ceding one. he following verse agree with this, or with t wi 
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‘left) to him ;* and the people of the prince that shall come, 
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, §c."’ The import of all 
this is evidently as follows: computing the time from the destruc- 
tion of the first to that of the second temple, to have been 490 
years; the 70 weeks (of years) which were “ determined upon 
Daniel's people, to finish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sin,’ mean, that by that time, the measure of their iniquity 
would be full, and due punishment be inflicted on them ;+ that 
then they should begin ‘‘ to make reconciliation for iniquity,” by 
‘heir long captivity, that they should thus progress to ever- 
lasting righteousness, (during which time, visions and prophe- 
cies were to be sealed up,) and that, at last, they should anoint 
the holy of holies.} This is the import that was conveyed to 
Daniel of ** the word which went forth.’ As to the commence- 
ment of the rebuilding of Jerusalem, that could not take place 
until the completion of seven weeks (of years) from its de- 
struction by Nebuchadnezzar, that is, until the decree issued 
in its behalf by Cyrus,|| who is styled God’s anointed; (Isaiah 
xlv. 1); (for then expired the seventy years predicted by 
Jeremiah; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21. 22., which commenced in the 
third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, when Daniel, together 
with others of the nobility of Judah, was carried to Babylon: 
—Danieli. 1.) During sixty and two weeks, were the streets to 
be rebuilding but in troublous times; and although the people en- 
deavoured in the interval to cultivate the land, still they never did 
so without trouble, either from internal or external foes. After 
that, their final desolation was decreed to follow, when the 
anointed§ ‘* shall be cut off, and no successor left to him.” 
Then the city and sanctuary were to be destroyed by the people 
of the prince that came; and the end was to be a final disso- 
lution. And so it was, Judah then ceased to be a nation, and 
all those who dwelt within, as well as without the Holy land, 
were butchered, or sold for slaves. Since therefore, all the pre- 
diction (quoted above) has been so literally fulfilled, why should 
we despair of the final re-establishment so minutely foretold ? 
especially when we contemplate the present extraordinary 


spread of knowledge, which seems to hasten the accomplish-- 


ment of that promise, which declares ‘‘ that the earth shall then 
at our restoration,) be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah xi. 6, 9, 12.) To this spread 
of knowledge may be attributed the gradual disappearance of 
cruel bigotry, the exalting of the vallies, and the levelling of the 
hills, whereon the lion and the lamb may quietly feed together. 
lhe long and pestilential night, caused by Cisherigns and super- 
stition, 1s past, the morning star has appeared, and the sun 
rising with the balm of health spread over his path, will soon 
refresh us; “for thus saith the Lord, in that day I will make 


* M3) indisputably means ¢o be cut off, and leave none to succeed him, 
especially as it is followed by » }"S) and none to him: (compare Jeremiah 
Xxxvi. 30.) the translation “ but not for himself,” is therefore incorrect. 


t Thus did Ezekiel express himself, xxxv. 5. (Jn the time that their 
iniquity had an end, i. e. was at its height.) And of the judgment which 


awaited the Amorites it was similarly said: (Genesis xv. 16.,) for the ini- | 


quity of the Amorites is not yet full. As to the question continually put to 
us, “ what can be the cause of your present dispersion and affliction (seeing 
that for idolatry you were punished only with 70 years captivity, ) if not for 
the rejection of the Messiah?” We might retort, ‘‘ what can be the reason 
that the ten tribes are lost? They cannot be accused of the crime impu- 
ted to us,” or we might answer our interrogators; ‘‘if you can account for 
our captivity in Egypt, you will have a satisfactory reply to this question 
also.” But Scripture alone is sufficient to answer them, for they cannot 
venture to say that the Babylonian captivity expiated the manifold crimes 
committed, since they had become a nation, by those who suffered it; whilst 
from 2 Chron. Xxxvi. 21., it clearly appears, that the land was to enjoy its 
sabbaths so long as it should lie desolate, or, for so many sabbaths of years 


as that particular law had been disregarded ; as was foretold by Moses, 
(Lev. xxvi. 


t This of course means the Sanctum Sanctorum; for DWP WIP is 
nowhere applied to a human being, or to the Deity. 


' i In reality, 52 years elapsed from one period to the other; but the 
ree years not making a full week have not been taken into account. 


Pe. “The anointed,””? may mean Auanias the high priest, who was killed by 
1 Zealots, and from whose death may be dated the destruction of the 
City, and the ruin of her affairs; or it may mean, as it probably does, their 
a King, Agrippa, to whom the appellation of anointed may be given as 
Zed heelys a8 to the Gentile King, Cyrus, or as to that wicked King, 
Te ekiah, who was carried captive into Babylon, and whom the prophet 
temiah so vehemently lamented. (Lamen iv. 20.) 
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her that halted, a remnant, and her that was cast off, a strong 
nation; and the Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion, 
Srom henceforth, even for ever.” (Micah iv. 7.)—S. NEwMan. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION 553 Numb. ch. 22. 


As it is not our intention to enter into an explanation of all 
the difficulties presented by this passage of the law, but merely 
to point out the moral conveyed by the whole section, we shall 
offer no apology for passing over the seeming inconsistencies in 
the prophecies of Balaam, and, shall at once proceed to show the 
evils resulting from superstition, as instanced in the case of 
Balak. No man who is religious, can be superstitious, for re- 
ligion will teach him to rely with confidence on the bounty and 
protecting care of Divine Providence, and to reject, as contrary 
to the Omnipotence of God, a belief in any human agencies ; 
when, therefore, we see a person endeavouring by mortal means 
to effect an object, which reason and nature alike oppose, we 
may at once determine, that in his heart the seeds of faith have 
never been allowed to germinate, and that his mind is a prey to 
the most distressing, Recatins most unsolvable doubts. Such 
was the position of Balak; ignorant of the Divine influence, he 
attributed all to human power and human direction; and, there- 
fore thought, that to counteract the effects of this power and 
direction, he had but to employ human aid. The wickedness of 
such an idea, needs no comment; its absurdity will become 
more glaring, when we reflect, that had Balak not been blinded 
by superstitious fears, he would have seen in the prosperity 
of Israel, a proof that, at least, some superhuman hes had 
been employed in their behalf: for there was a people, numerous, 
flourishing, and opulent, who, but a short time previous had 
been slaves in Egypt, and who, since their redemption, had 
applied themselves to none of those avocations, either of com- 
merce or agriculture, that could tend to enrich them; there we 
say, was a people, sprung up as it were spontaneously in the 
midst of the desert, and subsisting, where none else could sub-— 
sist, and yet,with all these facts before him, incontrovertable evi- 
dences of a Divine interposition, Balak was superstitious enough 
to believe, that the curses of Balaam would be sufficient to 
enable him to terminate the career of success and prosperity, he 
so much dreaded; so, does a want of religion cloud the senses, 
and obscure the reason. ‘The result in this case, however, as in 
all others, proves the vice of superstition to be destructive only 
to those who are enslaved by it. Balak not only did not suc- 
ceed in having the Israelites cursed by Balaam, (whose conduct 
we shall not here pause to consider) but actually heard them 
blessed in the most impressive manner, and had the most awful 
denunciations of punishment pronounced against himself. The 
argument sometimes employed to defend Balak, that he applied 
to a man, confessedly a great and inspired prophet, 1s, in reality, 
astrouger mark of his superstition and folly; for if he knew 
Balaam to be an inspired prophet, then he must likewise have 
been aware that the source whence he derived his inspiration, 


had the power to inspire him as it willed, and hence that it did 
not rest with Balaam,as to whether he would curse or bless: 
besides which, Balak was told by Balaam, on more than one 
occasion, that only as the Lord should command him, could 
he speak. On the whole, therefore, we may infer that it was 
superstition that impelled Balak to his course of wicked conduct, 
and as we see the fatal consequences resulting therefrom, so we 
should endeavour to avoid falling into the same error, the best 
way to defend us from which will be found to be a love for God, 
a reliance on his Divine protection, and a firm unshaken belief 
in his Omnipotence and Mercy. 


EPIGRAMS. 
(Contributed by Dr. Sommerhausen. ) 
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Donec eris felix multos numerabis amicos, | 


Tempora si fuerint nubila, solus eris. 
Ovipivs. 
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Die hand die uns durch dies Dunkel fihrt, 
Lasst uns dem Elend nicht zum Raube, 
Und wenn die Hoffnung den Ankergrund verliert, 
So lasst uns fest an diesen Glauben halten, 
Ein Augenblick kann alles umgestalten. 
WIELAND. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Synagogue Hall, Duke's Place.—Our attention having been 
called by an announcement made in the Synagogue on Saturday, 
the 3rd tion to the fact that a lecture wou d be delivered by 
Mr. D. Asher, we repaired at the appointed time to the 
hall, and were pleased by the neat discourse with which the 
lecturer made his debut in public. 


The Anniversary of the prs m) (Jews’ Hospital) was cele- 
brated by a dinner at the London Tavern, on Monday the 13th 
instant. H. the Duke of Sussex, the illustrious pa- 
tron of the charity, entered the room a little after six o’clock, 
leaning on the arm of the president, David Salomons, Esq. 
and took the chair amid loud cheering, the band playing 
the National Anthem. Besides the president, the Duke was 
supported by H. De Castro, and S. J. Waley, Esgrs. 
the vice presidents; b 
Hill, John Abel Smith, Esq., and other Members of Parlia- 
ment; by Sir I. L. Goldsmid, Bart.; Anthony and Meyer 
de Rothschild, and F. Huth, Esqrs.; with a large com- 
pany of other influential Governors of the charity, and their 
friends. While grace was being said by the Rev. Mr. Asher, 
His Royal Highness, (whose attainments as a Hebrew scholar 
are well known) was observed to follow him very attentively, 
in the copy which had been placed before him. In propos- 
ing the health of our beloved Queen, the Duke made a most 
feeling allusion to the recent interposition of a gracious Provi- 
dence, for her protection : and dwelt upon her sway over the 
hearts of her people, in terms which elicited an enthusiastic 
response. In the national anthem, which followed of course, a 
verse was interpolated, offering thanks for the Queen’s preserva- 
tion from the ‘‘ assassin’s arm”: it was marked by the com- 
pany and loudly cheered. H.R. H. was scarcely audible where 
we sat, but was understood to apologize for his incapacity through 
indisposition, for the usual exertion, and to depute “‘ his orth 
friend Mr. Salomons”’ to propose the sshstetion toasts. Ar. 
Salomons accordingly, in appropriate terms, gave the usual loyal 
toasts, in His Royal Highness’s name. We must not omit to 
- notice, that a select band of vocalists filled up the intervals be- 
tween the toasts mostharmoniously. Mr.Russell especially (whose 
services were understood to be gratuituous) sang the Ocean Wave 
so admirably, that His Royal Hi hness, with the universal ap- 
probation of the company, called for an encore. The young 
inmates of the institution were introduced by the committee 
and resident officers. Their appearance was highly satisfactory ; 
the apprentices carried specimens of their own manufacture, 
such as ladies’ boots and shoes, cabinet ware, ornamental 
chairs, &c. which elicited many well deserved expressions of 
approval. One of the girls recited an appropriate ode, written for 
the occasion. Mr. D. Salomons now proposed the health of the 
illustrious — of the institution, dwelling with much fervour 
upon his claims to the profound respect of the Jews at large, 
as well as on the obligations conferred upon the young people 
‘then around him. He mentioned the fact of this being the 
only institution which His Royal Highness had so honoured 
this season, an ial preference—which, considering the state 
of his health, was indeed a high distinction. Mr. S. alluded in 
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Lord Dudley Stuart, Lord Marcus - 


appropriate terms to the position now occupied by the Jews, 
compared with what it was 27* years since, when their generous 

tron first took the charity under his protection. After ac- 
Lecstollaion the compliment paid to the whole Jewish people 
in the invitation, by H. R. H., of himself and others of his bre. 
thren to be introduced to the King of Prussia, on his late visit to 
this country, Mr. S. declared that the services which their royal 
chairman had rendered to the Jews, were not confined to his 
patronage of their charities, but his influence had been theirs 
on all occasions, whenever prejudices had prevailed: a fact 
the more grateful to the Jews, because His Royal Highness had 
always identified himself with the interests of the people, and 
was at once the patron of Literature, the patron of Science, and 
the warm advocate of Civil and Religious Liberty. The toast 
was received with most enthusiastic cheering, and one hearty 
cheer more. The illustrious chairman rose to acknowledge the 
compliment, and gave the toast ‘* Prosperity to the Jews’ Hospi- 
tal.” We are compelled to give a very imperfect sketch of this 
speech of His Royal Highness, having been unable to catch 
many sentences. He dwelt with much emphasis on the “‘ honor 
and happiness” which he felt in being connected with this in- 
stitution, and his gratification to find himself once more among 
its friends; he said that the recollections of past years were 
welcome to his heart, for that he had never enjoyed any thing 
more sincerely, than his association with this charity. He spoke 
impressively of the duties of toleration, and declared, it was the 
best interests of every government to maintain a good under- 
standing between all communities, and not to make religious 
belief a bar to civil rights: such indeed he believed to be the 
common law of this country. He regarded Jews as submitting 
to the guidance of the Old Covenant, while he, as a Christian, 
was governed by the New; but looking impartially to both, he 
found the rule of action was the same, and that the creed of both 
was ‘‘ Fear God, Honour the King, and Love thy Neighbour 
as thyself.” ‘* You have the Synagogue,” (said his royal high- 
ness) *‘ and we, the Church, but the ten commandments are set 
up in both, and I find by the rubric, that we take a whole year 
to go through the psalms, while you divide them into seven 
portions.” i. R. H. observed on these, and other points of 
agreement, deducing therefrom, that the moral man of either 
creed must be the same. H. R. H. took up the report and con- 
trasted the benefits conferred in former years (to twenty-eight 
persons) with those now dispensed, eighty persons being lodged 
in the building. ‘* You may say, (said his highness) that the in- 
stitution has prospered beyond our calculation.” The Royal Duke 
spoke of his recent visit (on the Friday preceding) to the hos- 
pital—he had conversed with an aged man of 92 or 93, in full 
possession of his faculties, and many of the rest were very old; 
the boys were acquiring the means of becoming useful members 
of society, and the girls were qualified to fill respectable places 
in families ; he addressed some valuable remarks to the inmates 
of the hospital, assuring them, that he had found the position 
which men occupied in society, depended mainly upon them- 
selves. After especially appealing to the company in behalf of 
the funds, His Royal Highness concluded by proposing ‘‘ Pros- 
perity to the Jews’ Hospital.” 

His Royal Highness, next, with a complimentary preface, pro- 
posed the health of the president of the institution, D. ’ 


Esq.. That gentleman acknowledged the compliment at some 
length, and in suitable terms. : 


. H. Goldsmid, Esq., in a neat speech, proposed “the stran-. 


gers present:’’ among other observations, he said, that ‘‘ differ- 
ence of religion, instead of being an occasion for hate, should 
serve as an additional reason why men should unite for mutual 
charity.” Lord Dudley Stuart, whose name had been specially 
mentioned by the last speaker, as devoted to the cause of a suf- 
fering nation, briefly returned thanks for himself and friends. 
In acknowledging generally the obligations under which the 
Royal Duke had placed him, he said that an additional one was, 


his introduction to this noble institution. He added, that it was 
greatly to be desired, that difference of religion should not dis- 
turb good fellowship, and was happy to testify, that the charity of 


° We are informed that the duration of H. R. H.’s connexion with the 
Jewish charities dates still earlier, namely, from 1807, or about 35 years. 
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the next, 500. I bequeath to the Portuguese Synagogue, in 


that the interest shall be appropriate 


lightened statesman, so celebrated for his learning, has pub- 
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the Jews was not confined to those of their own creed, but had 
always been cheerfully accorded in behalf of the poor Exiles, 
whose cause he advocated. H. De Castro, Esq. acknowledged 
for himself and his colleague, (S. J. W ay Esq.) the health of 
the vice-presidents ; he was himself an old stager in the service 
of our charities, and had never made an — which had not 
been heartily ——— to. He considered the highest satisfac- 
tion a man could enjoy, on seeking his pillow at night, was the 
consciousness that he served his fellow creatures by means 
of institutions like these. es 

A. Joseph, £'sq., (the treasurer) read the list of contributions; 
the total amount of which, about £760, was smaller than usual, 
a circumstance attributable, partially to the pressure of the times, 
and partially to the numerous appeals now being made to public 
sympathy: one interesting feature presented by it was, the re- 
ceipt of two guineas from a former inmate of the institution, a 
fact by no means unusual, as some who were formerly benefited 
by the charity, are now managers of it, and others are “eon 
important situations in different places, with much credit an 
satisfaction. (The report contains interesting information on 
this head.) John Abel Smith, Esq. M.P. returned thanks for 
the stewards. He told the company, the stewards had been 
proud to receive them, and thanked them for the pleasing re- 
flections the day’s proceedings would give birth to. 

D. Wire, Esq. proposed the health of the treasurer and com- 
mittee in his usual happy manner. We regret our inability to 
report more at length. 

H.R. H. the Duke of Sussex, who appeared to enter with 
much spirit into the evening's entertainment, did not leave the 
chair till nearly eleven o'clock. S. J. //aley, Esq. then took 
the chair, and the remainder of the evening was spent in a kind 
of friendly contest between the Jewish and Christian gentlemen 
present, as to which party was the more grateful for services 
rendered by the other to charitable institutions. ta 

Remarkable Will, (made by a wealthy Jewish merchant, 
named Pinto, formerly residing at Amsterdam). ‘‘ I bequeath 
to the city of Amsterdam, after my demise, 500,000 guilders, 
(41,5007.) I lend the same, one million and a half guilders, 
ten years, without interest. I make a present of 10,000 guil- 
ders to every Christian church in Amsterdam and the Hague; 
and to South church, 20,000. (This church is contiguous 
to the Jewish quarter.) To every Christian Asylum for Orphans, 
in both towns, I make a present of 15,000 guilders. To the 
poor, I give forty ship bade of turf. To the first Orphan that 
shall regularly leave the Orphan house, 1000 guilders, and to 


Amsterdam, 250,000 guilders. To the Portuguese Asylum 
for Orphans, 30,000 guilders. I lend government one million 
of Pix wang at the rate of 3 per Cent., per annum; on condition 
d to the Jews dwelling at 
Jerusalem; the principal to belong to government, in per- 
petuity. To the German Synagogue in Amsterdam, I bequeath 
guilders. To my cousin, Peter Ovis, I bequeath 3,100,000 
guilders, together with my dwelling house in town, and my 
country house. To my wife 1,000,000 guilders, and to the 
rest of my relations, 10,000 guilders. To those of my 
neighbours who shall carry my body to the grave, one hundred 
ducats, and to every single man 100 guilders each. To the 
readers in the Synagogues of Amsterdam and the Hague 150 
guilders, and to their assistants 75 guilders, each.”"—Schudtii 
Uemorabilia Judaica. | 
On the subject of charity, the Archives Israelites says, ‘‘acha- 
racteristic difference exists between the manner of exercising 
charity among the Portuguese and German Jews; The latter 
dispense their benefits during their lives; the former give less 
to individuals, and more to charitable institutions: this system 
appears to us by far the better of the two, and was the one 
practised by our forefathers, who, in their wills, never forgot 
religious establishments; and they were right, for while institu- 
Hons are permanent, personal charity is evanescent, and some- 
times even tends to encourage crime.” 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
The Prussian Jews.— Alexander de Humboldt, the en- 


licly declared his disapprobation of the retrograde spirit 
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supposed to pervade the much-dreaded edicts of the King of 
Prussia. A letter of his, addressed to one of the first coun- 
sellors of that kingdom, contains the opinion, that a law con- 
cerning the Jews, conceived in a retrograde spirit, is contrary to 
all policy. The conclusion of this letter is worthy of notice. 
‘“‘ It is a dangerous presumption on the part of weak mankind, 
to attempt to interpret the primeval laws of God. The history 
of the dark ages teaches us, how much such interpretations 
encourage men to deviate from the right path. An apprehen- 
sion of injuring me, must not deter you from making use of 
this letter: before all things else, one must have the courage to 
maintain an opinion.” Copies of this letter are said to have 
been circulated. 

We give the above view of the case, in opposition to that 
taken by our correspondent ‘‘ Adolphus ,” and confess that we 
have ever regarded the declarations of his Prussian Majesty 
with suspicion; although we find some difficulty in persuading 
ourselves, that a man whom Providence has called to bear the 
sway in one of the most enlightened ages history records, over 
one of the most intellectual nations that adorn the globe; and, 
above all, that a monarch who exerts himself so much in behalf 
of the religion which he himself professes, and which boasts 
that it is founded on morality alone, and ‘“* that it is all love ;” 
we cannot, we repeat, persuade ourselves, that the same mo- 
narch would shake the foundation of all policy, religion, love, 
and morality, by setting an example (conspicuous to the whole 
world, from the exalted station of the personage who sets it,) of 
an innovation on rights, granted by and not extorted from, a 
wise and beloved father, not a stranger, and guaranteed by the. 
Federal act, to a class of men who were for centuries wronged, 
but who have since the granting of their rights, indefatigably 
and successfully exerted themselves to show how worthy they 
were of this favour. We cannot, we reiterate, we will not, we 
dare not, suppose that this monarch would, in the eyes of the 
whole world, give the lie to his character, by declaring, by his 
deeds that all his words concerning justice, morality, and reli- 
gion, are nothing more than child’s play, fit only to bespangle 
his real intentions. Although we do not anticipate so bad a 
result as our Prussian brethren, still we are not free from appre- 
hensions. How well these may be grounded, our readers may 
judge from the tenor of a royal Cabinets Ordre, yeenenee in 
the ‘* Leipsic Zeit,” 17th March, by which the King ordered 
the ministry to frame a code of laws. for the government of the 
Jews, the basis of which should be the isolating principle. 
The ministry was in this Ordre particularly referred to the 
regulations affecting the Jews in the province of Posen / How- 
ever the affair may terminate, we need not assure our co-reli- 
gionists, that we deeply feel their sorrows, and that, with them, 
we pray to the Almighty, ‘‘ in whose hand is the King’s heart, 
as the rivers of water, who turneth it whithersoever he will,’’ 
that he may again incline towards them the heart of their 
sovereign. 

Bohemia.—The following features are taken from the melan- 
choly, but true picture, drawn by a skilful hand, of the state 
of the Jews'in Bohemia. ‘‘ One of the most disgraceful, and | 
at the same time most burthensome oppressions weighing upon 
the Jewish inhabitants of Bohemia, is the exaction of the 
Judensteuer, that is to say, property tax, to which only Jews 
are subjected. Its origin is the following: during the reign of 
the Empress Maria Theresa, (1740 to 1780,) it was thought 
useful to the country, to decree the utter expulsion of the Jews 
from Bohemia. To secure their stay, they offered to pay an an- 
nual tax, in consequence of which, their remaining was suddenly 
deemed poadaowert + 3 with the welfare of the state. As this tax 
was raised on their property, it not unfrequently happened, when 
it was first imposed, that fathers of families were seized in their 
houses, searched, dragged into the synagogues, and obliged to 
take an oath as to the state of their property’ Since the year 
1808, when new arrangements took place, the 800 families 
resident in this country, are obliged annually to pay 220,000 fi, 
(about £22,000); but as this sum cannot fairly raised, re. 
course must be had to an indirect way. This is effected by 
laying a tax on meat, and the consequence is, that a Jew at 
Prague, must pay for each pound of meat two kr. (about a 
penny) more than a christian inhabitant; so that, if we con. 
sider that there already exist taxations upon food, (excise and 
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city tax, kc.) we find that even the poorest Jew must 
triple tax before he is allowed to satisfy his hunger. The 
taxation levied on property, is now fixed at 25 per cent., (not 
income tax, but property tax.) The slightest attempt to conceal 
any property, is revenged by relentless confiscation: hence 
denunciation often takes place ; the only alternative offered for 
escape from this oppression is to embrace christianity. 
ormay.—I\t is reported that the highest tribunal of this 
country has decided that the exclusion of the Jews is not to 
be regarded as a fundamental principle of the constitution, and 
that, therefore, the law ordaining it may be repealed. 
Egypt.—According to private communications (says the 
Judenzeitung) from Alexandria, we learn that the school 
founded there by Mr. Crémieux is progessing with success; 
and that among the 200 pupils there are fifty Christians. The 
same 26 also reports a curious fact concerning two Jews, 
Messrs. T. Sonnino and Guiseppus di L. Marpurgo, of Trieste, 
who succeeded whilst travelling near the mouth of a channel 
of the Nile, called Mahmudin, in releasing, though not without 
endangering their own lives, a Christian female slave from 
Turkish captivity. She had been conveyed, same time pre- 
viously, into the harem of a powerful dignitary in Constantino- 
ple, who, out of revenge, because she persisted in remaining 
faithful to her belief, (the Christian) sent her to Alexandria, 
to have her sold there as a slave. Under pretext of a walk, 
she was brought to Mahmudin, to be embarked for Cairo ; 
she, however, resisted vigorously, and attracted by her cries, the 
above gentlemen, among many other persons, came to the spot; 
recognising by the word Giaour, that the person so ill used 
was a Christian; they interfered, without being deterred by 
the imminent danger to which they exposed their lives, a 
great crowd of fanatical Arabs having gathered round them, 
and having succeeded in releasing the heroic girl, they brought 
her to Alexandria, where the Russian vice-consul took her 
under his protection, and thus put a stop to all further 
persecution, : 
Archives Israelites.—In looking through the May number of 
this periodical, we perceive a literal translation of an anecdote, 


(Anecdote caracteristique d’un ancien Rabbin,) taken from our | 


columns. We need not inform our contemporary, that any 


the same time, that he will do us the justice to acknowledge 
the obligation, in the same manner as we do when we extract, 
(as we not unfrequently do,) information from his valuable 

es. 

danish Press.—The number of Jewish Periodicals is about 
to be increased by the appearance of a new German work: 
Dr. Sommerfeld, Lecturer, at Elbing, (in Prussia,) havin 
announced his intention to publish a Weekly Paper, entitled 
the Sabbath Blatt (Sheet,) which from the peculiarity of its 
‘purpose deserves notice. The Editor proposes to devote his 
—— to the religious and moral improvement of his 

rethren, to the utter exclusion of news. Reflections on the 
Sedra and Haftora of the week, and elucidations of difficult and 
important passages in Scripture, will be leading features in the 
paper.—We were somewhat amused, and, we confess also, a 
little gratified at reading, among other Jewish Works adver- 
tized, that a Cookery Book for Israelites is about to be 
published. The idea appears to us a very happy one. 


THE THREE FRIENDS. A TALE. 
(Continued. ) 


(TRANSLATED FROM THE Frencu oF Ben Levi.) 


During many long years, Jacob Roderigues Pereira con- 
tinued his studies and endeavours with increasing zeal. He 
travelled, and obtained at Rochelle, the eeiisienideas of the 
education of a son of Dazy D’Etavigny, the lord of the manor. 
This youth had been a deaf mute from his birth, and yet Pereira 
contrived to. give him the most important notions of human 
conceptions, General admiration was excited when this sup- 
posed mute was known to be capable of writing, drawing, 
and ciphering, but above all, when he was heard to read dis- 
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: | this, however, one powerful tie still attached them, Pereira had 
article in our periodical is ever at his service, but we trust, at | 


but I carry with 


tinctly and intelligibly. This cure caused a great sensation, 
and Pereira was sent for to Paris by the family D’Etavigny. 
The learned Lacondamine presented him and his pupil to the 
Academy of Sciences, the assembled synod of which, after 
examining the young man, was profuse in its praises of his 
teacher. Buffon warmly pressed the hand of Pereira, and gave 
him his title to immortality in these words: ‘* You will be con- 
sidered as one of the benefactors of humanity.” For some 
time nothing was spoken of but the instruction of the deaf and 
dumb, the town and country were full of the subject, and Louis 
XV. having caused the pupil to be presented to him, and 
having questioned him by signs, and in writing, on natural 
history, geography, and arithmetic, was so pleased with his © 
proficiency, that he loaded his preceptor with presents, and 
granted him a pension from the treasury. Nothing more was 
wanting to render Pereira the fashion, and his favour soon 
ried’ its zenith. In his prosperity, he did not forget his 
friends ; on the contrary, he hastened to share with them his 
good fortune, and through his recommendation, Perrin was 
appointed to a curacy in Paris, and Morand was attached to a 
hospital as surgeon. Perrin, always calm and good, had be- 
come more patient and charitable than ever; while, on the 
other hand, age had rendered Morand more austere and mo- 
rose; domestic misfortunes had oppressed him, and he had 


sought for consolation in the severities of Protestantism ; he 


had likewise been placed at the head of a secret community of 
the new church, and his unquiet and sad spirit having in- 
fluenced his heart, he had become, without knowing it, intole- 
rant and bigoted; he, nevertheless, accepted the offer of set- 
tling in Paris, because his wife, at her death, had left hima son, 
who was a deaf mute, and whom he was anxious to place under 
the care of Pereira. Our three friends met with joy, not un- 
mingled with sorrow, for age had left on them its indelible mark, 
and grief had tarnished the beauty of those illusions, in which 
they had, inyouth, revelled. They lived for a long time united, 
although there was something constrained in Morand’s manner 
to Pereira; his religious opinions, his office of pastor, his ascetic 
life, all, in short, seemed to tend to make him wish to withdraw 
himself from a close intimacy with a Jew. Notwithstanding 


undertaken the education of Morand’s son Theodore (the deat 
mute.) This young man soon gave indications of intellect that | 
could not be mistaken: Pereira taught him the first rudiments 
of knowledge, and Theodore entertained the most lively friend- 
ship for his preceptor. It was wonderful to see how well they 
understood each other, for whether Pereira spoke with his 
fingers, or by signs, or whether he only moved his lips, Theo- 
dore caught his meaning with the rapidity of lightning, learned 
the most difficult lesson, and conversed with a proficiency and 
ease that excited the admiration of all who beheld him. Pereira 
fulfilled with the most scrupulous care his office of teacher, 
and penne | the rigour of Morand’s religious opinions, Theo- 
dore was educated as a Protestant. So much devotion at 
length had its effect on Morand’s prejudices, and he became a 
more just and tolerant pastor; as a father, however, he was 
doomed to suffer the greatest anguish and torture, for Theodore 
regarding him as a stranger, was cold and fearful in his presence, 
while he ran with joy into the arms of Pereira, and only seemed 
happy when with him. The Abbé Perrin frequently came to 
see his friends, retaining at Paris his manners of Bordeaux: his 
work was to do good, his rest, to pray; he thus became con- 
tented with himself—the true philosopher's stone of the heart. 
Pereira becoming the head of the Jewish community of Paris, 
employed his favour fur the welfare of his co-religionists : he 
was appointed interpreter to the King, his success imposed 
on him new duties, and thus ascending the hill of science, he 
descended the vale of life—On the 15th September, 1780, 
Pereira’s old housekeeper ran to fetch Doctor Morand, and the 
Abbé Perrin; her master had been suddenly taken ill, and the 
physician who attended him had declared that. he could not 
out-live the day. The friends were soon at the bed side. of the 
dying man, and a grave conversation was being carried on 
between them. .‘‘ 1 am waning: fast,” said Pereira, “I feel it; 

me the consolation of having done some good 
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to humanity, and the hope of rejoining you, my friends, ina| Jerusalem, “ an interesting field of labour ;’—baptisms re- 
better world: we are of ifferent creeds, it is true, but the same Ken 
doctrine that teaches man the immortality of the soul, informs Tunis, ‘* very important station ;’’—baptisms reported, . . ni/. 
him that all sects, without distinction, are, by divine mercy, | Smyrna, ‘a door opened by a most painful dispensation ;” 
eligible to future bliss. Adieu, my friends, I commend to your | —baptisms reported. ....... bibs 
kindness my brother Israelites; hasten, by your exhortations, the | Beyrout, a newly appointed berth fora Mr. T., ‘ under 
day of their emancipation, — Thanks, a thousand thanks, for your | direction of the Rev. Mr. N.,” part of the new see of the Right 
unfailing support through life; do not weep: courage, we shall | Rev. Dr. A.—, baptisms reported, ........seee.e0005 Mil. 
meet hereafter ; God is too good to separate those above, who | Poland, where ‘ idolatrous practices prevail among those 
have been so united here below.” ad spoken thus, the | who profess Christianity,’ where there have been eleven Rev. 
virtuous sage fell back on the bed, and the death struggle com- | missionaries in full pay at three stations, and whence eight 
menced at the very moment that the heads of the Jewish com- missionary journeys have also proceeded ;—baptisms reported, 
munity, preceded by their Rabbis, entered the chamber, to | (how many of these being adults, not stated), ......... nine / 
repeat that simple plaintive prayer, which sooths the departing | | Cracow, ‘‘ an important place ;""—baptisms reported, . . nil. 
hour of all Israelites. What a sight now presented itself: while Grand Duchy of Posen, ** most interesting field of labour,” 
the Rabbi with his flowing beard, stood at the foot of the bed, | two stations ;—baptisms reported, (number of adults not stated, 
reading a psalm in Hebrew, the Catholic priest, and the Pro. | the only remark being, some of them ‘ under heartrending 
churches, so that the instructor of deaf mutes, in his dying mo- | Kdxigsberg, “ resort of Jews from distant provinces of Russia ;"’ 
ments, might easily have confounded human strains with the | number of baptisms reported in East and West Prussia, (the 
immortal summons that called him on high: for the voices of | missionary confessing that he did not effect them all;—how many 
his friends mingled with the choir of archangels, and through | are to be put down to the credit of the Society ?) .. twenty-six. 
this error, the transition from life to death was unheeded.| Dantzic, ‘‘ a large and very important field,’—baptisms re- 
During the whole of that day Theodore was restless and un- | ported, (‘‘ owing chiefly to the bad conduct of those from whom 
easy, he knew his preceptor was ill, and he was forbidden to | better things might have been reasonably expected,’”’) ....m/. 
see him. When he was called on to pay the last honours to Berlin, ‘‘ sermons twice a week,”—baptisms reported, 7//.* 
his benefactor, he could not, at first, comprehend the nature of Creuznach, *‘ several journeys into Rhenish Bavaria, the 
their eternal separation, in this life; soon, however, his mis- | Netherlands and Westphalia,”—baptisms reported, ......mi/. 
fortune, in all its horror, presented itself to his mind, and he Breslau, the missionary ‘*‘ much known,” ‘‘ endeavours,” 
was in despair. He should never again see his only friend: | &c.,—baptisms reported, ............++5. seeveveese. mil, 
who would now understand him? who finish his education ? Frankfort, the centre of ‘* missionary Journeys,” (hunting in 


Alas! who? While at the burial ground, funeral orations | couples)—baptisms reported,.............+- nil. 

: were successively delivered by a Rabbi, Perrin and Morand;| Offenbach, ‘‘ such a place,”—baptisms reported,....... . nid. 

. Theodore, his face bathed in tears, now raised his eyes to hea- Brussels, labours ot three missionaries reported ,—baptisins 
ven, now turned them enquiringly on earth; he was observed | reported, ....... ssh nil, 
4 to be suffocating, his ithe heaved convulsively: and when the Strasburgh, two missionaries,—baptisins reported, (ages not 
dust, thrown on the coffin, resounded hollowly through the | given), 
54 burial ground, a cry was heard: ‘“‘ Wait for me,” exclaimed | Metz, with ** an important journey into the south of France,” 
1 Theodore, and there, on the grave of his tutor, the poor boy, | and a controversy by means of the press,—baptisms re- 
whose link of attachment to life was broken, fell dead. Long | ported, 0:6 

: after, in the Jewish cemetry at Villette (which had been pur-| Thus we find the grand total of baptisms claimed, all over the 
chased by Pereira,) two venerable old men were often seen at | world, from among so many millions of Jews, is—o6! In respect 
nightfall, sorrowfully proceeding, each supported by the other, | to twenty-four of these, (vide Konigsberg) it is possible they 

to kneel at a simple tomb, on which was written, ‘‘ Here lies | may have become idolaters, according to the construction of the 

" Jacob Roderigues Pereira, the first instructor of deaf mutes in | High church party, (‘‘ a lower depth stil,” they were only 
P3 France.” They were the Catholic and Protestant ministers, | unbelievers before.) Now here at home, in London, where ques- 
q who thus came to pray for the repose of their departed friend : | tions might be asked, itis confessed, that 5 out of 1) are children. 
; and it was observed, they always departed more cheerfully than | No ingenuous man will claim these as conversions, wrought 
4 they came, for although in the performance of their pious duty, | upon theconvictions of minds competent either to balance the re- 
B the big tears chased each other down the deep wrinkles, time | lative claims of the two. religions, or to comprehend the myste- 
: had ploughed on their cheeks, they never failed to console | ries of the new faith. Let us still work out the equation, (one 
A themselves. with the reflection, that ‘‘ God is too good to sepa- | of its members being £24,699. 8s. 9d.) We have baptisms, 
> rate those above, who have been so united here below.” (LI—5) +9+6 4+ (26—24) + 4 = 27: and even from this 
2 D _| productive stations, is not admitted.— ' this paper find its 
a 3 : would render essential service to the interests of true charity, 


Lerten Il. (the funds available for which are thus frittered away) if they 
To the Editors of “* The Voice of Jacob.” would transmit authenticated exposés of the mode of getting up 
GeNTLEMEN.—Herewith I send you a resumé of the labours | the “ Foreign reports” of itinerant speculators on the guillibi- 
of the conversionists, out of the Holy Land. On the debit side , lity of John Bull, in this particular line, I have just now 
I find an income of £24,699. 8s. 9d., ‘‘ the largest sum ever | Under review a very interesting case, of an analogous character 
received in one year.” As there is now an extra number to which can be published in case of need. 
share the “ loaves and fishes” afforded by nearly a quarter of | I will not, at present, trespass further on your pages, than to 
a million sterling, it is more than probable that there will be a | NOtice some two or three curious points in the Society $ report 
still heavier tug at the public purse-strings, for the year ensuing. above referred to. The accession of the self-styled “* British 
the credit side, the abstract of the report, given in the | J to the of 
en 7 ; ‘ng | with some confidence. I shall le estab- 
claims to have ; the. lished synagogue, to justify themselves; only venturing to com- 
London, “a very important missionary station; Six adults mend to their consideration, the missionary opinion of their 
and five children;” “making a total of ‘thirteen individuals.” | prototypes in Germany, whose faith is declared to be “ mixed 


whole ones, lus 5 fractions, according to page 211 of their place is’the portentous intimation, “abe 
e Jewish Inte igence,” equal 13!—this beats Falstaff | has resigned his connexion with the society ’’ I am all curiosity, is this 


ollow ; “‘ eleven buckram men’ was his utmost, but here are | relapse ? Is it the usual advertisement not to trust a discarded servant ? 
those will set down result of conscientious qualms ? 


‘ 
‘ 
+ 
{ 
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with much doubt and mistrust as to all revealed religion, | the almost gratuitous terms on which these books are circulated, 


practice.” | 
** London has become a very important missionary station,” 
says the report, and there are “ frequent arrivals of inquirers 
from foreign parts, who come over to England for the express 
pu of investigating the truth of the Gospel.” 
ne might be at a loss to account for this most extraordinary 
statement, and wonder how it could be believed by the re- 
porters, considering that only siz adults were converted here 
in the year, after all this swarming from abroad, and considering 
also, that Jerusalem, and not the city of London, might be re- 
gg as the most eligible resort for such “‘ investigations.” 
t 


is more than probable, that the hallucination in the minds of 


the reporters, was produced by undue confidence in the ordi- 
nary laws of attraction: for it is very innocently observed, by 
way of accounting for London being a centre of attraction, that 
** it affords so many facilities for meeting the wants of inquiring 
and baptised Jews.” For these want-supplying facilities, refer 
to the details as furnished in the statement of accounts last year, 
and we find— 

London schools, board and lodging, clothing, apprenticing, 
and appendages—Adult gratuities 12s. to 5s. per week—College 
and Chapel appointments—Translators; free tenants, &c.—Ope- 
rative converts’ institution—Temporal relief fund—Missionary 
loaves and fishes—* Travelling expenses of friends,”’ and, pro- 
spectively, Superannuated and widows’ fund. The zeal may be 
excused, which, regarding all these facilities, took frequent 
arrivals from foreign parts, as an established fact. 
a conclusion to this letter, 1 quote the ve 
of the Society, given at the conclusion of their report. 

* We have indeed much to do, before we can give a practical 
demonstration to the Jew, that christianity is really what it 
assumes to be, superior to Judaism. The pious Jew is most 
diligent in his fastings, his almsgiving, his prayers, and his study 
of the letter of the Word of God. He sees that those who bear 
the name of Christians, are, for the most part, either addicted 
to superstition, or led astray by infidelity.” ° * 

** The efforts that have been made, have already led many 
thousands to take knowledge of us. God grant that our faults 
and our follies may not prove a stumbli lock in their way ; 
and that we hinder not those who have begun to run well, by 
our want of the fruits of a pure faith and true charity.”’ 

There is room for criticism in this picture of themselves: they 
have indeed *“*much to do” (more than toiling to divert still 
another quarter of a million annually from the support of pure 
faith, aad true charity,”’) ‘‘ before they can give a practical de- 
monstration,”’ that the meandering stream is “‘ superior” to the 
source whence it took rise, to the fountain of living waters—the 
faith of Israel. | | 

‘*Many thousands,” indeed, ‘‘ have been led to take know- 
ledge” of you, Messieurs of the Conversion Society, with all your 
_ faults and follies ;” and what marvel that every “ pious Jew” 
prefers his self humiliations, his charities, his communion with 
the God of his Fathers, and the study of that holy word which 
he was appointed to teach you, before the alternative of not 
only wresting that word from its plain sense, in order to believe 
what he cannot comprehend, but the inevitable necessity of sub- 
stituting for his creed (that ad/ good men will be saved,) the 
cruel conviction, that the piously-minded many who differ from 


him, are irredeemably immersed in “ idolatry,” ‘‘ superstition,” 


and ‘‘ infidelity.” Jacon. 


REVIEW. 


The Cheap Jewish Library.—No. 5. The Birthday.—Part LI. 
London: B. Steill. 

Our previous reviews have principally lauded the design of 
these interesting little works, this new issue from the Cheap 
Jewish library strong claims upon our admiration, on the 
score of execution also. There is really much of pious admo- 
nition and practically useful information, worked up into the 
prety. little narrative before-us, calculated to improve a class 
still higher, both as regards age and intelligence, than what 


value, could either admit or excuse. 
'will be employed, as economical and acceptable presents to 


By way of 
candid admissions: 


in anful uncertainty as to any rule of faith and might lead our readers to suppose. Though it is unusual to 


review a penny book, we but discharge a duty in preventing, 
if possible, that indifference towards these amiable efforts for 
the improvement of the young, which only ignorance of their 
We doubt not that they 


our various schools. 


TO COUNTRY READERS, &c. 

In distant congregations, it is hoped that the wardens, or 
other officers, will assist the objects of this national work, by 
arranging that their London correspondents may purchase the 
numbers soon after publication, and transmit them, in some 
convenient manner, so as to facilitate a regular distribution. 
If no more suitable plan be available, any respectable country 
bookseller can supply the means of obtaining the papers from 
London; but the utmost possible profit on the low price 
charged for this paper, has not been found to pay agents or 
distributors, nor will it be practicable for the publisher to 
keep petty accounts, or give uncertain credit. 


Marrigp.—On the 22nd June, John Samuel, Esq., of 
Kingston, Jamaica, to Esther, second daughter of Alexander 
Isaac, Esq., of Hatcham Grove, near London. 

Diep.—On the 10th June, Isaac Mendes Da Costa, late of 
Woburn Place, age 50. The deceased bequeathed £50 to the 
Funds of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue ; 19 Guineas 
to the Synagogue at St. Thomas's (his former residence) ; £10 
to the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, Leman Street; and £10 to be 
distributed to Poor Jews, by his Executors. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Sabbath 25th of June, 17th* of won portion of the week pbs 
Sunday 26th “ 18tht “ 6 


Sabbath 2nd of July, 24th ‘“ portion of the week pn3p 


* The 17th day of tM is observed as a fast, in commemoration of 
five misfortunes that happened to our ancestors: Ist. Moses broke the 
first Tables—2nd. The walls of Jerusalem destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 
—3rd. The city taken by Titus—4th. The daily offerings ceased—5th. 
The Liw burnt by Appustamus. This day, it is foretold, will be one of 
rejoicing. (Zech. ch. viii., v. 19.) 

+ The fast of the 17th is this year observed on the 18th, in consequence 
of the 17th being on Sabbath. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Aleph will find his questions already discussed in the 


Hebrew Review.” | 
‘* Appeal to the Benevolent.”’—We regret to learn that this 


appeal in No. XVIII. has scarcely been answered. ane | 


at the manner in which public institutions are supported, an 
unwilling to believe that the duties of private charity are 


neglected, we eo that this appeal, being in small type, 
was overlooked—it is on page 144. 


Several Christian Enquirers cannot be answered, until our 


arrangements for an addition to this publication have been 
carried into effect. 


Mr. Peynado’s communication came too late.for this No. 


Communications for ‘ the Proprietor,’’ as well as for “ the Editors,’ 
are to be addressed to the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 
Advertisements cannot be inserted, unless sent early in the week. 


Just Published, The Birthday, Part II. being No. 5, of the 


(CHEAP JEWISH LIBRARY Already published, No. 1. 
RACHEL LEVI, or the Young Orphan, second edition, Price One Penny.— 
No. 2. THE WAY TO GET RICH, second edition, Price One Penny.—No. 3. 
THE BIRTHDAY, Part 1. second edition, Price One Penny.—No. 4. THE 
GREAT MART, second edition, Price Two Pence. Published by B. Steill, 
20, Paternoster Row, and may be had of 1. Donnison, Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate ; 
H. Abraham, 25, Houndsditch; and Reynolds, Church Row, Aldgate. 


A RESPECTABLE PERSON about 30 Years of Age, is 


desirous of obtaining a situation as Lady’s Maid, Companion to a Lady, 
or to Attend One Child of 6 or 7 Years of Age: she perfectly understands the Dress 
Making, Millinery, and Hair Dressing, and would be most happy to make herself 


generally useful: she can have references of high respectability. Address, A. B., 
Post Office, 27, Aldgate. ™ 7 


London: Published by Streit, Paternoster Row; and by VaLLenTInNs, 
132, Houndsditch. 


Printed by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 
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